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sheathing, thinly membranous and fibrous; petiole very short,
broadly channelled above, convex beneath. Rhachis very
sparingly .and minutely clawed. Leaflets small, 2-2£ inch long,
1J- incb broad, broadly cuneate-rhomboid with the apex acute
or caudiculate, rigid-papyraceous, glabrous aiid green* on* the
lower surface or else .slightly paler than on the upper;
the margins, from about the middle or from a little above it*
are rather sharply erosely toothed, have 6-7 very fine but acute
main nerves: ansae strongly flattened, about 2 inches long.
Inflorescence apparently formed only by a few spreading
branches, 6 inches long (in on§ specimen), each bearing very
short branchlets with 1-3 spikes only; primary spathes unarmed,
tubular in their lower part, produced above into an ovate acute
limb; the spathes of the branchlets tubular-infundibuliform?
almost truncate at their mouths. Spikes small, of a very
tomentose appearance, the spathels being entirely concealed by
the dense wool of the flower-bracteoles. Fruit ofcovate-turbinate,
a little attenuate towards the base, roundish or slightly flattened
above, very minutely mucronate, 9-12 inch long, •£ inch broad;
scales not strongly convex, grooved along the centre, straw-
yellowish in colour, apices flattened and of a reddish-brown
colour, bluntish or rounded, margins conspicuously ciliate-f ringed.
habitat.—Andamans.
4.    PLECTOCOMIA MART. ET BL. SCHULT. SYST.
VII, 2, 1333.
(From the Greek "Plectos", plaited, and "come", hah\)
Mart. Hist Nat. Palm, III, 198, 325, t. 114, 116, Fig- If, 12; BL Humph.
Ill, 68, t. 158, 159, 163; Kuntli Enum. PL III, 202.; Griff. Palms Brit. Ind.
103, app. 20, t. 217-219; Bot. Mag, t, 5105; Miq. FL Ind. Bat III, 78,
suppl. 592; Kurz- For. FL II, 514.; Walp. Ann. Ill, 474; WendL Bot.
Zeitg. 1859, 165; T. Anders. Journ. Linn. Soc XI, 11; Benth. Hook. Gen.
PL III, II, 934, 107; Hook. FL Brit- In*. VI, 477.
Scandent, monocarpic, spinous palins; stem very long: Leaves
flagelliferous; leaflets linear-lanceolate,
Spadix simply branched; branches very long, pendulous,
clothed with closely imbricating distichous, inflated, coriaceous,
persistent spathes which conceal the spicate, dioecious flowers.
Spikelets short, male many-flowered, female shorter, few-flowered;
bracts and bracteoles subulate. Male flowers: Calyx cupular,

